Amendments to the Claims 



This listing of claims will replace ail prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of the Ciaims : 

1. (currently amended) A beverage precursor comprising: 

a) an infusible or water soluble material selected from the group consisting of 
tea leaf, ground coffee, coffee or tea particulates, cocoa, herbs and a mixture 
thereof; and 

b) aroma compound additive 

wherein the infusible or water soluble material is present at a level that is from about 
0.5 to about 25.0% by weight less than tbe-aconventional amount used for about a six 
to about eight ounce serving and the aroma compound is an additive and not supplied 

withoriqinating from the infusible or water soluble material present, the conventional 
amount being defi ne d as 1 .90-2. 50 grams for tea leaf, 3.5-6.5 grams for ground coffee. 
1 .4-2.4 grams for coffee particulates, 0.30-0.90 grams for tea particulates. 1 .0-2.5 
grams for herb an d 1 .8 5-4.5 grams for cocoa. 

2. (original) The beverage precursor according to claim 1 wherein the infusible or 
water soluble materia! is present at a level that is from about 5.0 to about 20.0% by 
weight less than a conventional amount used for about a six to about eight ounce 
serving. 
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3. (original) The beverage precursor according to claim 1 wherein the infusible or 
water soluble material is present at a level that is from about 8.0 to about 15.0% by 
weight less than a conventional amount used for about a six to a eight ounce serving. 

4. (original) The beverage precursor according to claim 1 wherein infusible material is 
present and the infusible material is tea leaf. 

5. (original) The beverage precursor according to claim 4 wherein the tea leaf is 
decaffeinated tea leaf. 

6. (original) The beverage precursor according to claim 5 wherein the aroma 
compound is recovered from tea leaves, tea leaf before the tea leaf is decaffeinated, 
natural aroma compound or artificial aroma compound. 

7. (original) The beverage precursor according to claim 4 wherein the aroma 
compound is natural aroma compound or artificial aroma compound. 

8. (original) The beverage precursor according to claim 6 wherein the beverage 
precursor is packed in a tea bag. 

9. (original) The beverage precursor according to claim 7 wherein the beverage 
precursor is packed in a tea bag. 

10. (currently amended) A beverage composition, the beverage composition made by 
contacting an aqueous solution and a beverage precursor comprising: 

a) an infusible or water soluble material selected from the group consisting of 
tea leaf, ground coffee, coffee or tea particulates, cocoa, herbs and a mixture 
thereof; and 
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b) aroma compound additive 

wherein the infusible or water soluble material is present at a level that is from about 
0.5 to about 25.0% by weight less than the- ^conventional amount used for about a six 
to about eight ounce serving and the aroma compound is an additive and not supplied 

withoriginatinq from the infusible or water soluble material present, the conventional 
amount being defined as 1.90-2.50 grams for tea leaf, 3.5-6.5 grams for ground co ffee, 

I. 4-2.4 grams fo r coffee particulates, 0.30-0.90 g rams for tea particulates, 1.0-2.5 
grams for herb and 1 .85-4.5 grams for cocoa. 

I I . (original) The beverage composition according to claim 10 wherein the infusible or 
water soluble material is present at a level that is from about 5.0 to about 20,0% by 
weight less than a conventional amount used for about a six to about eight ounce 
serving. 

1 2. (original) The beverage composition according to claim 1 0 wherein the infusible or 
water soluble material is present at a level that is from about 8.0 to about 15.0% by 
weight less than a conventional amount used for about a six to a eight ounce serving. 

13. (original) The beverage composition according to claim 10 wherein infusible 
material is present and the infusible material is tea leaf. 

14. (original) The beverage composition according to claim 13 wherein the tea leaf is 
decaffeinated tea leaf. 

15. (original) The beverage composition according to claim 14 wherein the aroma 
compound is recovered from tea leaves, tea ieaf before the tea leaf is decaffeinated, 
natural aroma compound or artificial aroma compound. 
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16. (original) The beverage composition according to claim 13 wherein the aroma 
compound is natural aroma compound or artificial aroma compound. 

17. (original) The beverage composition according to claim 15 wherein the beverage 
precursor is packed in a tea bag. 

18. (original) The beverage composition according to claim 16 wherein the beverage 
precursor is packed in a tea bag. 

19-20 (cancelled) 

21. (new) The beverage precursor according to claim 1 wherein the aroma compound 
additive is carried. 

22. (new) The beverage composition according to claim 10 wherein the aroma 
compound additive is carried. 
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